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Sir: 


On June 15, 2004 a Notice of Abandonment was issued against the above-noted 
application because of "Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office Letter mailed 
on 15 July 2003." noting that "A reply was received on 18 February 2004 (with a Certificate of 
Mailing or Transmission dated =), which is after the expiration of the period for reply (including a 
total extension of time of 0 month(s)) which expired on 15 January 2004 ." 

The holding of abandonment was issued in error for the following reasons: 

1) A response to the Office Action ("Office Letter") of 15 July 2003 was timely filed on 
October 15, 2003. A copy of this response and the date stamped receipt card are attached. 

2) The reply filed February 18, 2004 was a Supplemental Response and not the primary 
response. As such, it was not subject to a time limitation. The Response filed on October 15, 
2003 was complete and as such satisfied the requirement for a response. A copy of the 
Supplemental Response and the date stamped receipt card is also enclosed. 

In view of 1) and 2), it is respectfully submitted that the holding of abandonment was in 
error and should be withdrawn and this application re-instated to active status because the 



initial filing of October 15, 2003 was W 


Supplemental Response was not subject to 


a time limitation. 

It is respectfully submitted, that the facts noted above were previously identified to the 
USPTO by telephone shortly after the Notice of Abandonment was received by the 
undersigned. It was the undersigned's understanding that the matter would be corrected sua 
sponte. As yet correction has not been effected which has resulted in this submission. 
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